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Spring has definitely sprung! 

 
As I write the trees are being festooned with fresh green leaves, the 
garden is awash with tulips, cowslips and for-get-me-nots. The lambs 
are playing in the fields and all seems well with the world. That is, as 
long as we don’t listen to the news broadcasts and hear about 
tyranny, destruction and suffering in areas of the world where life is 
not so good. 
 
We have a lot to be thankful for but we mustn’t get blasé. Our world 
neighbours need us, we have to help those in need any way we can. 
There are people in this country who are offering homes to refugees; 
there are those who are collecting supplies and taking them to war-
torn places; there are those who can give money to the charities that 
are giving aid and there are those who can pray for a change of mind-
set of those who are aggressors. Perhaps you are one or more of 
these people, behaving in a Christian way and showing love to our 
neighbours.  
 
During Eastertime we were reminded of how Jesus suffered and died 
for us all, and how he was resurrected to be a beacon of light for all 
the world. Let us show, by the way that we live, that we follow a Risen 
Christ sharing his love with everyone, reading his Word and asking for 
better understanding, and taking care of this beautiful world that we 
live in.  Let us go forward, stepping out in unison with our neighbours 
and friends, showing that we care for our world and each other, every 
day.  
 
Take good care of yourselves and those around you. 
 
In Christ’s name 
Eileen 
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SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 
 

Whetstone URC     10.00 am  
 

 Oadby URC      10.15 am 
 

South Wigston URC    10.30 am  
 
Wigston Magna     10.30 am  
 
Saffron Lane      11.00 am 
 
Abbots Road      10.45 am 

 
Please check with the relevant Church Secretaries to confirm 
when services are taking place at any of the Group Churches. 
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Worship Leaders for May 2022 
 

Oadby     1  David Todd 
      8  Jacquie Gavin 
     15  Revd David Howlett  
     22    Mr Ray Green 
     29  Revd Les Gill 
 
Saffron Lane    1  P Tiplady    
      8   Eileen Williams 
     15  Revd Les Gill 
     22  G Milnes 
     29    Revd David Howlett 
    
South Wigston     1  Café Style Service – David Miller  
      8   Revd Les Gill 
     15  Shirley Eastman  
     22  Revd Martin Ferris 
     29  Di Statham 
 
Wigston Magna    1  Revd Jacqueline Gavin   
      8   Mrs Shirley Eastman 
     15  Worship Group  - Communion Service  
     22  Mr David Todd 
     29  Songs of Praise Service 
   
Whetstone    1  Eileen Williams (Communion)    
      8   Mr Ray Green 
     15  Mr David Todd 
     22  Mrs Shirley Eastman 
     29  Mr Paul Baxter 
 
       
Abbots Road    1  Revd Martin Ferris    
      8  Revd Martin Ferris 
     15  Revd Pam Smith    
     22  Mr Eric Hanson 
     29  Mr David Todd 
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Regular Church Events 
 

Oadby URC  Weekly Coffee Morning  
    Every Monday from 10.00 to 12.00 
 
    11 O’Clock Club 
    1st & 3rd Thursday 10.30 am for 11.00 start 
 
    Ladies Group 
    4th Thursday  2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
    Craft Group and Lunch 
    4th Saturday  11.00 am 
 
Whetstone URC  Weekly “Coffee and Chat”  
                                     Every Thursday from 10.00am to 12.00 
 
Saffron Lane URC  Weekly 3T’s  (Tea, Toast & Talk)  
    Every Thursday from 10.00am to 12.00 
 
Wigston Magna Community Cinema 
    Alternate Months from February – 1.30 pm 
 
    Social Afternoon 
    2nd Wednesday 
 
South Wigston Drop In with coffee / tea.  Games & Crafts 
    4th Wednesday of each month 
 
For more information please contact the relevant Church Secretary 

(See contact details at the front of the magazine) 
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BIBLE BYTES 
(Formerly Group Bible Study) 

 

Held at Saffron Lane URC 
 

1st Wednesday of each Month at 10.30 am 
 

Everybody is welcome to come along 
 

Wednesday 4 May  - Led by Eileen Williams 
 
 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE & JULY 2022 MAGAZINE 
 

Sunday 22 May 2022 
 

Send your items to your church representative or direct to  
di.statham@btinternet.com 

 

 
If you do not have a computer a hand written copy can be accepted. 
Contact Di Statham 0116 2810053 for information  
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Sunday 8 May 2022 
3.30 pm 

 

 
Everybody Welcome 
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Wigston Magna News 
 

MAY DIARY DATES 
   
 1   “Sponsor a Child” Sunday 
 

 7 10.30 Coffee Morning.  Please give your support   
 

11 2-4pm Afternoon Drop-in (Sit, Sip & Socialise) 
 

14 5.30pm Fish & chip supper. Everyone welcome 
                       (to eat at 6.00pm) 

 
21 10.30 Coffee Morning in aid of Christian Aid.   
                       Please give your  support 
 
 
 
MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 3 Julie Slatford  
 5 Gill Standley 

14 Ray Green 

23  Charles Williams 
 

 
 
 
FLOWER ROTA FOR MAY 

 1   

 8 Evelyn Judd 

15  

22 Gill Standley 

29 Alan Simpson 

 
The flowers for April 2 were given by Joan Smith 
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Wigston Magna News 
 
Marion and Duncan 
 
Just home from Church after Marion Daetwyler’s funeral I have been 
thinking back over the years (over 40 in my case) to the banter 
between Marion and her brother Duncan Lucas. Marion, the eldest of 
the 6 Lucas children, passed away just weeks after her brother 
Duncan. 
 
They were both a great part of our Church family and leave many 
happy memories.  Duncan scrubbing the tomb outside, keeping it 
clean. Getting excited about the concert he organised to celebrate 
100 years since the end of World War 1 and the exhibition. I will 
never forget Curtis Weston’s kilt.  
 
Many years ago we held a District Youth Weekend at our church and 
were so grateful to Duncan who supplied fruit and veg to feed all 
those kids. 
 
Marion was probably the greatest supporter of the youth in the 
Church. No open evening or Brigade’s Awards Evening passed without 
Marion there supporting us all. She also took over the older girls 
Sunday School Class and made it a time that none of them will ever 
forget.  
 
Two stalwarts of our Church who will be sadly missed but who have 
left us with so many happy memories 
 
Elaine Wiggins 
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Wigston Magna News 
 

Easter Plans at Wigston Magna Junior Church 
“Back to Normal” 

 
When Church opened up after closure and lockdown our regular 
church children, Adam and Marie Powell and Renae Slatford sat at a 
table and were given some plain paper or sometimes wordsearches. 
When big sister Chloe started coming along with mum & dad (Suzanne 
& Shaun) and the boys, an idea started brewing in my head.   
 
With Chloe’s help we are now rebuilding our Junior Church. We made 
plans, then we made a list and at the top of that list was Palm Sunday 
and Easter Sunday.   
 
Firstly as part of Churches Together in Wigston Magna we started to 
put together our plans for the Palm Sunday walk and a service which 
was to be held in Bell Street.  
 
After our normal Church services attendees from Cross Street 
Methodists, All Saints and us at the URC on Long Street all followed 
the donkey, a lovely boy called Morris into Bell Street for a service. 
The Magna Music Band once again played our Easter hymns 
beautifully. The service was led by Julie Slatford and I handed out 
Palm Crosses to everybody who had joined us and those passing by. 
It was a lovely service, the boys (including Morris the donkey) 
behaved very well. Next year we hope to dress Mark up as Jesus and 
let him ride the donkey. 
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Wigston Magna News 
 

Cont…. 
 
Next plan on the list – Easter Sunday. We had big ideas for this one.  
Egg Hunt in the garden, chocolate nests with eggs and chickens, a 
cuddle with the Easter Bunnies.  And that is what we actually did. 
Renae was able to join us. The children all collected the eggs and 
shared them out. They melted chocolate and mixed in shreddies to 
make the nests and then filled them with little eggs.  Mum and dad 
(Suzanne and Shaun brought 2 of their little bunnies who ran around 
outside in a pen while we searched for the eggs. 
 

 
 
The we joined in the last part of the service in the church. It was a 
communion service and Revd Les Gill, who was leading the service 
made us very welcome including the little bunnies.  One bunny sat 
quietly with the children while the other fell asleep on Suzanne’s lap. 
 
We have had a great time so far and are now in the process of 
carrying on with our list.  Thanks to the children for coming along and 
to Chloe for all of her help. Without you all of it would not be 
possible. 
 
Elaine Wiggins. 
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Wigston Magna News 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
FOR 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 

Wigston Magna URC 
 

Saturday 21 May 2022 
 

10.30  - 12.30   
 

Everybody Welcome   
 
 

 
 

 



  

14 
 

Wigston Magna News 
MORE MEMORIES FROM THE 50’s 

MEMORABLE PERSONALITIES 
ARTHUR ASKEY (6.6.1900-16.11 1982) was an actor and comedian who found 
fame in the 1940’s in such films as Band Waggon, The Ghost Train and I Thank 
You. By the 1950’s he was a household name appearing on television in Before 
Your Very Eyes. He had many catchphrases including “hello playmates”, “before 
your very eyes” and “I thank you” 
 
ROGER BANNISTER (23.3.1929-3.3.2018) became the first man to run a mile 
in under 4 minutes on May 6 1954. After leaving his sporting career he became 
a distinguished neurologist and Master of Pembroke College, Oxford 
 
BILLY BUTLIN (29.9.1899-12.6.1980) was an entrepreneur who founded the 
Butlin’s holiday camps throughout the British Isles, the first one opening in 
1936. The camps reopened after the Second World War and by the 1950’s were 
hugely successful as the destination for many British holidaymakers.  One of 
Butlin’s slogans was “a week’s holiday for a week’s pay.  Billy Butlin retired in 
1969, handing the business over to his son Bobby. 
 
JIMMY CLITHEROE (24.12.1921-6.6.1973) is best remembered for playing the 
Clitheroe Kid on BBC Radio.  He never grew taller than 4 feet 3 inches and this 
made him perfect to play an eleven-year-old cheeky schoolboy.  The show ran 
between 1957 and 1972 and even though no one ever saw him on the radio he 
insisted on wearing a school uniform during the show. 
 
BILLY COTTON (6.5.1899-25.3.1969) was well known band leader and 
entertainer whose band toured with ENSA during the Second World War.  
After the war he appeared on the radio at Sunday lunchtimes with his show The 
Billy Cotton Band Show which was broadcast between 1949 and 1968.  Billy 
would start each show with the band’s signature tune and a call of “Wakey, 
Wakey” 
 
CHARLIE DRAKE (19.6.1925-23.12.2006) was a popular comedian both on the 
radio and television from the 1950’s until the 1970’s.  His catchphrase “hello my 
darlings” was repeated in playgrounds throughout the land.  His first television 
appearance was in The Centre Show (1953) and he also appeared in Laughter in 
Store (1957), Drake’s Progress (1957) and Charlie Drake in ...(1958-60).  Drake 
turned to straight acting in the 1980’s and retired in 1995. 
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COMMUNITY CINEMA 
In 1961, a 60 year old Taxi driver steals Goya’s portrait of the Duke 
of Wellington from the National Gallery in London. He sends ransom 
notes saying that he will return the painting if the Government 
invests more in  care for the elderly ! 
 
Starring    Jim Broadbent, Helen Mirren  and Matthew Goode 
 
 

 
Showing at 

Long Street United Reformed Church 
On 

 

Monday 13 June 2022 
 

Starting at 1.30 pm 
Doors Open at 12.45pm 

 
Cold / Hot drinks available 

 
Cost £5 

 
Please contact Julie on 07544981674 to book your seat 

(Masks optional but preferred) 
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South Wigston News 
 

RECIPE – MAY    Chocolate Creams: Serves 4. 
3 eggs, separated                                   
4 ozs plain chocolate  
3 ozs unsalted butter                             
3 ozs caster sugar 
Rind of 1 orange, grated.                       
1/4 pint double cream 
 

1. Break chocolate into small pieces and melt over a saucepan of 
boiling water. 

2. Remove basin from the heat and stir in the butter and sugar. 
3. When well blended, add the egg yolks one at a time, beating well 

after each addition. 
4. Add the grated orange peel, reserving a little for decoration. 
5. Whisk the egg whites until they form stiff peaks, then fold into 

the chocolate mixture. 
6. Pour into soufflé dishes and chill, overnight if possible. 
7. To serve, whip the cream until stiff, and pipe or swirl on top of 

each dish. 
8. Sprinkle with the orange peel. 
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South Wigston News 
 
GARDENING NOTES - MAY. 
1.   Sow bi-annuals - Canterbury Bells, foxgloves, Sweet Williams, and 
      wallflowers. 
2.   Spray roses, fruit bushes and broad beans weekly. 
3.   Plant out chrysanthemums and dahlias. 
4.   Plant out early annuals grown from seed, but only after risk of 
     frost has gone. 
5.   Stake tall-growing plants as necessary. 
6.   Divide water lilies. 
 
 
Birthdays: 
6th - Rev Richard Eastman. 
 

 
 
 
Diary: 
4th - Bible Bytes 10.30 Saffron Lane URC. 
8th - Group Service, Saffron Lane URC.  3.30 pm 
11th - Elders’ Meeting 10.00am 
 
 
 

Thought for the Month ahead. 
Keep your face always towards the sunshine - 

and the shadows will fall behind you. 
Walt Whitman. 
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South Wigston News 
MAY PRAYER LIST: Please pray for: 
 1   All who preach the Word of God In our churches today. 
 2   All who are travelling on this Bank Holiday, that they stay safe. 
 3   The people of Ukraine as they continue to suffer. 
 4   Those who are fleeing Ukraine to face an uncertain future. 
 5   The family and friends of Marian Daetwyler, as they face life  
      without her. 
 6   All those still suffering from covid 19. 
 7   All who work in our busy hospitals. 
 8   All who are listening to the Word of God in our churches today. 
 9   Those who, through the pandemic, have lost their jobs. 
10   All who are bereaved. 
11   All who are awaiting hospital treatment. 
12   The homeless. 
13   Young people revising for important exams. 
14   All who work for our Emergency Services. 
15   At the start of Christian Aid Week, pray for all those who will be 

       helped by the charity. 
16   All those who work for Christian Aid. 
17   Give thanks for pets, and the pleasure they bring. 
18   All who live under the shadow of oppression. 
19   Those who go to sea for their work. 
20   All who are depressed and lonely. 
21   Our Ministry Team, working for the South Leicestershire Area. 
22   All who read the Word of God in our churches today. 
23   People, especially children, whose lives are ruled by fear. 
24   Those we know who are not well. 
25   All who live where there is conflict. 
26   All refugees. 
27   Those who do not have clean, fresh water to drink. 
28   The staff and patients at LOROS and Rainbows. 
29   Our friends in the other churches in our localities. 
30   People coping with disability. 
31   Give thanks for the beauty of God’s world. 
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South Wigston News 
 

The Pathway 
 

 God created the traveller and the road 
 With all the hills and hollows 
 The rocky places and the smooth. 
 The diversions and crossroad are frequent 
 And we need to be constantly alert 
 And aware of just where we are heading. 
 
 Many have travelled the road before us 
 And reached the final destination. 
 One has travelled the road and left clear advice and instruction 
 of what to expect 
 How to overcome difficulties  
 And he leads the way for anyone who will see, hear and follow. 
 
 There is guidance, help and encouragement always available 
 Just talk with God the creator 
 And let Jesus show the way. 
 Be advised by the Holy Spirit and follow the Bible’s command 
 And you will reach the celestial city, 
 

 Lauren Fretter      
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Saffron Lane News 
 

Preachers and Readers list for May- June 2022 
 

 
 
May Birthdays 
14th Mackenzie Bloxham 
 
June Birthdays 
15th Anne Goss 
28th Sandra Clay 
 

 
 
 

 OT NT SERV COLL Preacher  

May 1st  5 6 5 13 P Tiplady Communion 
May 8th  7 8 7 13 E Williams Communion/ 

Group Service 
3.30 Saffron Ln 

May15th  11 12 11 13 L Gill Communion 
May 22nd  12 30 # 14 G Milnes Family Service 
May 29th  36 3 # 13 D Howlett 5th Sunday 
       
June 5th  6 5 6 13 K Drinkwater Communion 
Jun12th  10 11 10 13 D Todd Communion 
June 19th  30 12 30 13 E Williams Communion 
June 26th  8 7 # 14 M Ferris Family Service 
3 Kath T 7.Angela S 12.Elizabeth R # No server 
4.Maureen F 8. Brian S 13.Darren C 30 Sandra 
5.Sue B 10.Molly B 14. Mackenzie 36 Dec B 
6.Pat S 11.Richard B   
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Saffron Lane News 
 

Easter Sunday 17th April 
 
Our service on Easter Sunday morning was led by Rev. Martin Ferris 
with his lovely wife Charlotte on the piano. She had stepped in to help 
us as Marion was poorly with Covid 19 and was unable to play for us. 
There were 18 people at the service which was a grand number. 
 
After the service some of our own family members and some friends 
joined us as we had arranged a secret 80th Birthday lunch for Pete 
Clay. He could not believe it. 
 
Martin started the lunch by giving thanks that we could all get 
together, and Pete thanked all the people who had sent him some 
lovely cards. He had received around 30 cards plus mountains of 
chocolate.  A big thank you goes to Joan Seaton who had prepared 
the food and made him an 80th birthday cake with octopus on it, 
because for a year he has been telling everyone he would be an 
octogenarian this year and we told him he was going to be an octopus. 
So, 23 people sat down to lovely food and friendly talk and everyone 
went home with full tummies. 
 
 We had a text message from my brother Alan who was in Australia 
to say he would be coming up to Leicester on the 1st June to take Pete 
to an afternoon at the Tigers Rugby match, something for him to look 
forward to later on. 
 
Also, a big thank you to all the folk who helped me put this afternoon 
together, and kept quiet about it too. It was a grand afternoon so 
thank you 

 
Sandra Clay 
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Saffron Lane News 
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Saffron Lane News 
 

A New Strength 
 

There are times in every life 
When we feel hurt or alone... 

But I believe that these times when we feel lost 
And all around us seems to be falling apart 

Are really bridges of growth. 
We struggle and try to recapture the security of what was, 

But almost in spite of ourselves… 
We emerge on the other side with a new understanding. 

A new awareness. 
A new strength. 

It is almost as though we must go through the pain,  
And the struggle in order to grow 

And reach new heights. 
 

Poem by Sue Mitchell.  
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Whetstone News 
 

Return of All Morning Breakfast 
What a wonderful morning we had on 9th April! 
After a long time without our "All Morning Breakfasts" we didn't 
know if people would come back. Thankfully they did …..in droves! 
 
Thanks to all who supported us. Thank you to David, Janet, Jenny, 
Jean and Pam for keeping everyone supplied with tea, coffee and 
toast. Thanks to Helen for washing up. Special thanks to Thomas and 
Kevin for preparing and serving the food. 
 
A total of £210 was raised for Church funds.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
New Date for “Murder Mystery” Evening 

 
The "Murder Mystery" evening has now been rescheduled.   

It will take place on Saturday 21st May.  
For further details see: whetstonedrama.co.uk 
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Oadby News 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Joan Seaton would like to say Thank You to everybody who came along 
and supported her Cake Stall at the Oadby Spring Fayre 

 
She was able to send £100 to Motor Neurone Disease  

 
Support for this Charity is always welcome. 

 

 
 

 
 

DAD JOKES 
(To make you “GROAN”) 

 
What Guard has 100 legs ? 
A sentry-pede 
 
TEACHER – I thought I told you to stand at the end of the line 
PUPIL – I tried but there was already somebody there. 
 
Why did the farmer plough his field with a steamroller 
He was trying to grow mashed potato 
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Abbots Road News 
 

OUR NEW KITCHENETTE 
 

For a long time we have pondered whether we might install a small 
kitchenette at the back of our church. Having visited several 
churches where coffee is served without having to move into the 
church hall, we resolved before “Lockdown” that we would explore the 
possibility.  Naturally there were some people who were uneasy about 
it; before we were able to proceed, Covid engulfed us all and nothing 
more was done.  Finally, when we were able to return to in-person 
worship we wheeled in our trolley and drinks were served following 
the services.  
 
By the time we were able to discuss our plan at a church meeting 
most people were in favour of moving forward with it.  At last!  This 
week work has begun.  All should be complete by the time you read 
about it in the magazine. We are keen that the servery should fit in 
comfortably so the back will clad with pine slats to match the church 
walls.  We will also have a tap which produces boiling water meaning 
less need for kettles. 
 
We look forward to serving hot drinks in the church whenever they 
are needed, but also look forward to finding possibilities of having 
the church open and used in our mission to share the good news of 
Jesus with those in the community around us 
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Abbots Road News 
 

An interesting poem, so true in the present context: 
 
“I counted my years 
and realized that 
I have less time to live by, 
than I have lived so far. 
 
I have more past than future. 
 
I feel like that boy who got a bowl of cherries. 
At first, he gobbled them, 
but when he realized there were only few left, 
he began to taste them intensely. 
 
I no longer have time to deal with mediocrity. 
 
I do not want to be in meetings where flamed egos parade. 
 
I am bothered by the envious, 
who seek to discredit the most able, 
to usurp their places, coveting their seats, 
talent, achievements and luck. 
 
I do not have time for endless conversations, 
useless to discuss about the lives of others 
who are not part of mine. 
 
I no longer have the time to manage 
sensitivities of people who despite their chronological age, are 
immature. 
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Abbots Road News 
Cont…… 
 
I hate to confront those that struggle for power, 
those that ‘do not debate content, just the labels’. 
 
My time has become scarce to debate labels, 
I want the essence. 
 
My soul is in a hurry … 
 
Not many cherries in my bowl, 
 
I want to live close to human people, very human, 
who laugh of their own stumbles, 
and away from those turned smug 
and overconfident with their triumphs, 
away from those filled with self-importance. 
 
The essential is what makes life worthwhile. 
And for me, the essentials are enough! 
 
Yes, I’m in a hurry. 
I’m in a hurry to live with the intensity that only maturity can give. 
 
I do not intend to waste any of the remaining cherries. 
 
I am sure they will be exquisite, much more than those eaten so far. 
My goal is to reach the end satisfied 
and at peace with my loved ones and my conscience. 
 
And per Confucius “We have two lives 
and the second begins when you realize you only have one.” 
 
*Poem: Mário de Andrade - The Valuable Time of Maturity* 
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Abbots Road News 
 

WHAT'S ON THE MENU? 
Can you identify the food items on the menu from the clues  
Eg - 1066 & and all that = dates. 
SOUP: 
1.  An animal short story 
2.  To ape an animal 
3.  The capital of Portugal 
FISH: 
4.  Cash on delivery 
5.  Married woman's symbol 
6.  A fruit & part of a shoe 
GAME: 
7.  Crowning glory 
8.  What grumpy people do 
9.  A chicken priced over £1 
ENTREE: 
10. A follower of Mary 
11. What Eve was made from 
12. An English essayist 
VEGETABLES: 
13. A dog & a bloom 
14. Before the taxi age 
15. A vehicle & decay 
SWEET: 
16. I make a noise in fright 
17. A small amount 
18. Martin's busy day! 
WINE: 
19. What sailors long for 
20. Artificial agony 
21. Joint of bacon 
  
Answers on the back page 
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Abbots Road News 
A Reflection by Rev. Dr. David Peel taken from The Retired 
Ministers’ Housing Society, to read and ponder on. 
‘I am about to do a new thing; not it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it?’    (Isaiah 43: 19) 
During my year as Moderator of General Assembly, I was asked to 
visit a retired minister who had got into his head that his ministry 
had been a complete failure. The churches in which he had ministered 
had suffered numerical decline, so given the quantitative standards 
by which we often judge success, the roots of his depression were 
not difficult to discern. The irony was that the minister in question 
carried a reputation of being one of the church’s more outstanding 
servants. 
Meeting fellow retired ministers suggests the low esteem exhibited 
by that minister is not confined to him alone. We ought not to 
castigate ourselves for doing the best we could in increasingly 
difficult circumstances. 
Our forebears believed that God would not leave the world without 
witnesses. If we could but follow the belief, we would never be 
concerned about the church’s ultimate future. History teaches that 
the church’s institutional shape has been anything but permanent. The 
seeds of institutional failure are usually sown in periods of great 
success. 
We found ourselves ministering post Christendom in an institution 
shaped for a Christian culture which the acids of secularism had not 
penetrated. We worked with church members caught up in upheavals 
caused by an inherited way of being church. We found it easier to 
understand our past than envisage our future. 
But one day, like our Reformed forebears, Christians will look back 
and see God’s shaping of new ways for men and women to engage in 
God’s mission – not just in the Reformation, the Evangelical Revival or 
Nonconformity’s Victorian successes, but even in the numerical 
demise of contemporary Western Churches. God moves on and so 
must we, boldly and confidently.    
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Abbots Road News 
Below is a very moving poem written by a Christian man from Liverpool who had 
gone to India to do charity work, but had then unfortunately become a drug 
addict. The man knew he wouldn’t live much longer and so gave this poem to a 
fellow Liverpudlian to pass on to his Mum after his death. 
 
There’s a race of men that don’t fit in 
A race that can’t stay still, 
So they break the hearts of kith and kin 
And they roam the world at will. 
They range the field and rove the flood 
And they climb the mountain crest; 
Theirs is the curse of the gypsy blood 
And they don’t know how to rest. 
 
If they just went straight they might go far; 
 They are strong and brave and true, 
But they’re always tired of things that are 
And they want the strange and new. 
They say, “Could I find my proper groove? 
What a deep mark I could make!” 
So they chop and change and each fresh move 
Is only a fresh mistake. 
 
And each forgets as he skips and runs 
With brilliant, fitful pace, 
It’s the steady, quiet plodding ones 
Who win the life-long race. 
And each forgets that his youth has fled, 
Forgets his prime is past 
Till he stands one day with a hope that is dead      cont……… 
In the glare of the truth at last. 
He has failed, he has failed, he has missed his chance, 
He has just done things by half. 
Life’s been a jolly good joke on him 
And now it’s time to laugh. 
Ha-ha! He is one of the legion lost, 
He was never meant to win; 
He’s a rolling stone and it’s bred in the bone, 
He’s a man who won’t fit in.     ANON  
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That's Life 

© Danny Joyce 
This life is a wonderful gift .. accept it, embrace it.  
It starts with a new day .. wake up and greet it. 
Life is a challenge .. take it head on and meet it. 
Full of opportunity .. use it, don't waste it. 
 
This life is a mystery .. unfold it, solve it. 
It starts with meaning .. wake up and understand it. 
Life is a goal .. take it head on and achieve it. 
Full of promise .. fulfill it but keep it. 
 
This life is a tragedy .. face it, accept it. 
It starts with pain .. wake up and help numb it. 
Life is a struggle .. take it head on and fight it. 
Full of sorrow .. sorry, just overcome it. 
 
This life is precious .. hold it, treasure it, 
It starts with hope .. wake up and feel it. 
Life is a choice .. take it head on and make it. 
Full of knowledge .. use it, don't abuse it. 
 
This life is adventurous .. enjoy it, explore it. 
It starts with a duty .. wake up and perform it. 
Life is love .. take it full on and love it. 
Full of beauty .. praise it and behold it. 
 
That life is life .. live it, learn and grow 
Life is good .. be good with all that you know. 

 
Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/inspirational-message-thats-life 



  

33 
 

Abbots Road News 

On a lighter note…… 
The Lord has the Answer  - 

a ditty by Pam Smith 
 

Thank you, dear Lord for Penicillin! 
I’ve just spent a week in some pain; 
My throat felt like it was burning, 
To swallow would drive me insane. 
 
So, after a week of this suffering 
I put one my coat and said, “That’s it!” 
I phoned for a doctor’s appointment, 
Then in his waiting room did sit. 
 
The doctor prescribed Penicillin, 
I took it with cold lemonade 
And after a day of the taking 
Oh, what a difference it made! 
 
So, thank you, Lord for Penicillin, For it did wonders for me; 
My throat is practically better; 
No more jelly for tea! 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR……… 
Peace:- in Ukraine, Yemen, Syria and all other places in the world 
affected by war. 
The people of Afghanistan where children are starving and girls  
are not allowed to go to school. 
Pray for the people of our own country who are struggling withthe rise 

in food prices and all who will suffer from the rise in the price of gas 
and electricity because they are afraid to put the heating on. 
 Pray for all those in our church family who are ill, in pain or grieving 
the loss of a loved one.  
Please Pray for Tony Hudson who has been readmitted to hospital. 
Pray for Martin as he ministers to the churches of the South and 
East Leicester Area. 
Pray for the Elders of each church in the Area and for the Mission of 
those churches  

 

Answers to Last Months “Easy Easter Quiz” 

1. Beatrix Potter 
2. Cuckoo 
3. With a kiss 
4. Paques 
5. Cadbury’s 
6. Maundy Thursday 
7. A watch 
8. Clocks go forward one hour 
9. Fish or Hot Cross Buns!! 
10. 33 million dollars 
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Answers to What’s on the Menu quiz: 
 
1.  Oxtail 
2.  Mock turtle 
3.  Pea 
4.  Cod 
5.  Herring 
6.  Lemon sole 
7.  Hare 
8.  Grouse 
9.  Guinea fowl 
10. Lamb 
11. Rib 
12. Bacon 
13. Cauliflower 
14. Cabbage 
15. Carrot 
16. Ice cream 
17. Pie 
18. Sundae 
19. Port 
20. Champagne 
21. Hock 

 
 

Congratulations to anybody who got 21 out of 21 
(without cheating !!!!) 
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Lectionary Readings 
 

 1 May 
 Acts 9    1 – 6  (7 – 20) 
 Psalm 30 
 Revelation 5   11 – 14 
 John 21  1 – 19 
 
 8 May 
 Acts 9  36 – 43 
 Psalm 23 
 Revelation 7   9 – 17 
 John 10  22 – 30 
 
 15 May 
 Acts 11  1 – 18 
 Psalm 148 
 Revelation 21   1 - 6 
 John 13  31 – 35 
 
 22 May 
` Acts 16  9 – 15 
 Psalm 67 
 Revelation 21   10, 22 – chapt 22 v 5 
 John 5  1 – 9 
 
 29 May 
 Acts 16  16 – 34 
 Psalm 97 
 Revelation 22   12 – 14, 16-17, 20-21 
 John 17  20 - 26 
 
 
 
 


