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1€ The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and wmade five

more talewts? Tn the same way, the one who had the two +talewts made two wmore talewts. 1© But the

one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
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Call o Worship

Come all yon who are prepared,
Come all you who are ready,
Come and use vour gifts and talewts
To Praise the Lord your God

Come and Worship!



Christis alivel Let Christians sing,
The Cross stands empty in the sky:
Let streets and howmes with praises riva,
Love, drowned v death, shall never die.

Christ is alivel No longer bound

to distant years v Palestive,

but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching every place and time.

Not throned afar, remotely high,
witouched, immoved by human pains,
but daily, v the midst of life,

our Saviour v the Godhead reigus.



Tw every sult, rift and war

where colour, scorv or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves +he wore,
and lives where even hope has died,

Christ is alive, and comes +to brivg
good news to this and every age,

till earth and sky and ocean ring

with joy, with justice, love and praisel

Brian Wren (1426- ) © Oxford Uviversity Press
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Pravers of Approach

Almighty and Lovivg God,

we give you thanks and praise; we raise our Voices i praver, ymns
and Psalms. We glorify you, we worship you, we give thavks for your
enduring wercy. We are aware that we sometimes fail you when we
forget how to live in the way vour Sow Jesus Christ faught us.

we forget cantion when we leap to the wrong conclusion about
someone’s actions and we convict thewm without a moment’s thounght,
wWhew we are too guick to judge withont kuowing all the facts and we
speak ot of turn,

We are hasty to act without knowing the whole truth,

Forgive us Lord for onr hastiness, for our condemning judgmewnts, and
our ignorance. Guide us i vyour wisdom, help us to discern the truth
and growt to us salvation from all our sinfulness, Awmen,



Friends, Jesus said Your sins are forgiven'.

Let us always give thanks
ovd let us be determined not +o siv agaiv.,

AMEN.



1 Thessalovians 51-11

' Now concerving the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,
you do ot veed +o have anything written to you. > For vou your-
selves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief
n the night. > When they say, "There is peace and security,” then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a
preguant woman, and there will be no escapel* But you, beloved, are
not in darkuess, for that day to surprise vou like a thief;® for you are
all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the vight or
of darkness. © So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep, sleep at vight, and
those who are druvk get druvk at vight. © But since we belong to
the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 4 For God has destived
us not for wrath but for obtaiving salvation throngh our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep
we may live with him, " Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as wdeed you are doiva,




Matthew 214-30

Y For it 1s as if a maw, goivg on a journey, summoved his slaves awd
entrusted his property to thewm; 1> to one he gave five talents, +o
another two, o avother one, to each according to his ability. Thew he
weut away'® The one who had received the five talewts went off at
once and traded with thewm, and made five wmore talents? Iwn the
same way, the owe who had the two talents made two more talewts.
'S But the ove who had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole n the ground and hid his master's money.

A After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
acconnts with them.20 Thew the one who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'WMaster,
you handed over to wme five talewts; see, T have made five more
talewts. 2 His master said +o him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few thivgs, T will put you in
charae of wmany thivgs; ewter into the joy of vour master.




22 And the one with the +wo talewts also came forward, saying,
'Waster, you handed over to me two talents; see, T have made +wo
more talents.'2? His master said +o him, 'Well dove, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy v a few things, T will
put our n charae of wmany things; enter into the joy of your master.
24 Then the one who had received the one talewt also came forward,
saqing, Master, T knew that vou were a harsh waw, reaping where
you did vot sow, and gathering where you did ot scatter seed;?® so T
was afraid, and T went and hid your talewt in the ground. Here you
have what is yours. 2 But his master replied, Mon wicked and lazy
slavel Mou knew, did you, that T reap where T did not sow, and
aather where T did vot scatter? 27 Thew vou ought to have
mvested my money with the bavkers, and ov my return T wounld have
received what was my own with interest,



For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1° who died for us, so that whether
we are awake or asleepr we may live with him. 1 Thess. 5:9

T'm sure that we have all heard the words Ready, steady, Go! At
the start of a race or a task to be dove, if you are a runver you may
want to pace yourself and just on the final bend put in a blistering
fal hundred yards +o take the prize. The wman in the parable gives
tasks to the three servants eaclh according o his ability, the first
servant is obviously gifted, as is the second, but the third servant
may ot be the one for the task in hand, i+ may be looking after the
livestock is wore Wis forte or even keeping the place cleam, rather
thav being a speculator of wealth, he looks after the wmoney the best
way that he can, he hides i+l After all what is they say whewn vou
wvest e value of vour investment can fall as well as rise’, vot a
very good prospect if you don't know where to invest your loot,



Perhaps the man half suspects that it is wise vot to give this
servant too much responsibility. Time passes aud the unfortunate
servant is cast aside having no worth o his Master. I the
servant Wad Just tried, the man would have made a jobo for him, but
he didn’t try. Jesus is making the poiut that whoever we are, we
can at least work at our faith, it is no good proclaiming to be a
Christian and thew ot doivg anything else. This text is useful for
any WMivister wishing to ewcourage people to use their gifts and
talents to the Glory of God, especially if there is a specific task in
mind. Sometimes we are not sure why God calls us t+o do specific
tasks and we may get overwhelmed by the scale of the +ask ahead.
T was challenged and T responded to the challewge, T wmay never
know If T ever achieved what was being put before me, but at least
T know that T have tried.



Tw his letter to the Thessalonians Paul outlines when the Lord
comes, it will be suddenly and withont warvivg, scary stuff indeed.
At the time Paul was writing abont “the end times’, these were
expected to be very imminent, here we are over 2000 vears later,
and they are <till imminent, it could happen at any time, are we
ready? The prophet Zephaviah gave a very graphic prophecy of
what the Day of the Lord wounld be like. We can see what will happen
to those who dont take God seriously. Time and time anaiv the
prophiets have railed against those who do not take God's wmessage
and act ow It seriously, the Covenant made with God had beew
forgotten and it may be that Zephaviah was listened +o by King
Josialh, who wmade exteusive reforms when he discovered the scrolls
hidden in the Tewmple.

T hope that we are ready, or as ready as we ever will be. Jesus v
his talks with his disciples and followers and even to the Scribes and
Pharisees 1s truina o sav salvation 1s withivu evervone’'s araso.



It conld happewn at any time. Paul reassures the Thessalonians that
they will gain salvation becaunse they know Jesus and they do ot live
like those who are ignorant of the Love of God, but that they are
ready and waiting for the day when the God will call time and we will
all be saved.

Let us not be like the lazy servant, but let us be keen and ready. Let
us be the best disciples that we can be, using all our gifts and
talents to the glory of God, Amen.



Take wy life, and let i+ be
consecrated, Lord, o thee;

take wmy moments and my days,
let them flow v ceaseless praise.

Take wmy hauds, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;

take wy feet, and let them be
swift and beauntiful for thee.

Take wmy Voice, and let we sing
always, only, for wmy King;

take my lips, and let+ +hem be
filled with messages from thee.

Take my silver and wy aold,

not a mite would T withhold;
take my intellect, and use

every power as thou shalt choose.

Take wmy will, and make it thine;
I+ shall be vo longer mine;

take my heart, It is thine oww;
It shall be +hy royal throwe.

Take my love, my Lord, T pour
at thy feet its treasure-store;
take wmyself, and T will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Fravces Ridley Havergal (162 6-74)
Rejoice & Sing 2



Offertory

we recoguise that we have wmany gifts given to us each
and every day, we bring sowme back to God now so that his
church in this place can survive to be a beacon of hope and
a witness to the love of God.

Please keep giving to vour respective churches, contact
your chureh treasurer if you need any assistance,

We ask God’s blessing upon the gifts we bring, we also ask
God’s blessing on us too, may God bless our understanding
of our respousibilities as disciples so that we can be the
best disciples and good veighbours to those withiv our local
community, Amen,



TIwvitation to Holy Communion

Everything is prepared, there is an opew mvitation, so
come to this the Lord’'s Table, come in our strength,
come i our weakness, come if you want to know

Jesus, come and e refreshed, come and be with Jesus,
Come....



Communion
UP \jour hearts.

that we go through, yo
join those whowm you love,

Hosanma in +he highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the vames.of the
Hosanna in the highes

Let us proclaim the wmystery of Fai

christ has died; Christ has Risen; Christ will co a




Lift up the Bread and wine and sav:
oVing (God bless these ordinary thivgs
so thakthey become extraordinary for ns today.
Let our Holy Spirit inhabit us and these gifts of bread and wive

(Put the wine doww and Take up +he bread)

Saving: as we remember that on the vight when Jesus was
betraved, e took a loaf of Bread, gave thavks for i+, Blessed it,
Broke i+, and gave ito his disciples sayiva:

Take, Eat, This is my body given fox vou, do this to remember wme’

Eat +he brea
Pick up the wine
After supper Jesus picked up the cup a
“This is my blood of the new Covenaut, shed for y
the remission of sins. Prink this to remem
Drink, thew say “Amen’

sald to thewm
and for many for

4



Praver of Thavksgiving - We say together

we thank you loving God for this time of Communion, we thavk you
for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord and our Saviour, help us throungh
your Holy Spirit +o tell others of vour love for them, Hhavk you in the
name of Jesus, Amen,

Pravers of Twtercession

we pray for those who are not well, Rosina Greaves as she
undergoes chemotherapy, Tony Hudson, Katy Scott, Jane Smith, Jeaw
Atkinson, Paula. (Awd for all their families supportivg them) We pray
for those who are at howme still shielding from the virus; Hetty;
Pauline Pagett; Eileew (whetstone). We pray for Sue WeKinley and
Dave. We pray for Linda Fisher and Grace Fisher as they cope with
medical issues. We pray for Shirley Padley in recovering in the Lannde
Care home. We continue to pray for Les Gill as he recovers from a
suragical procedure. We continue +o support those who are grievivg,
David Todd and family, Marion and family; Gill and Mark Standley;
Tim and Peter Sketchley; Terry and Warie and Family. Sally Scot+t,



We continue to pray for Dave, A Craighead and all family, on the
death of Liz Dellow. (Ann's sister-in-law). We pray for Lav and
Viadlina both tested +ve for Covid 1a. We pray for the communities
which our churches serve: Oadloy; Wigston Magna; South Wigston;
whetstolLave and Byres Wousell. We continue to pray for our
Brothers and Sisters at Abbot's Road URC, the other half of the
Southh and Bast Leicestershire Area.

Our Father,

Who art in heavew, hallowed be thy name, +hy kingdowm come, +hy will
be done, on earth, as i+ is v heaven,

aive us this day our daily bread, and foraive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead ns not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

for thive is the kivgdom, the power and the glory,

forever and ever, Amen.



We continue to pray for Dave, A Craighead and all family, on the
death of Liz Dellow. (Aun’s sister-in-law)

We continue to pray for Linda Fisher who is v LRT having tests
after a collapse v the street. We also remember her Wum, Grace
who is concerved at the moment.,

we pray for the communities which our churches serve:
Oadby; Wigston; South Wigston; Whetstone; Saffron Lane and Eyres
Wonsell,

Our Father,

Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.

aive us this day our daily bread, and forgive ns our trespasses,

as we foraive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thive is the
kingdowm, the power and the glory,

forever and ever, Amen.



At the vame of Jesus
every knee shall bow,
every fonaue confess him
King of glory vow.

Tis the Father’s pleasure
we should call him Lord,
who from the begining
was the mighty Word.,

Humbled for a seasom,
o recelve a Name
from the lips of sinuers
unto whom he came,

he became a witness,
faithful +o the last,
ond returned victoriouns,

when from death he passed.

Iv your hearts enthrone him;
there let im make new
all ¥hat is not holy,

all that is vot true.

He is God the saviour
He is Christ +he Lord,
ever to be worshipped,
trusted and adored.

whewn this same Lord Jesus
shall appear again

in his Father’s glory,

there with him to reig,
thew may we adore him,

all before nim bow,

as our hearts confess him
King of glory vow.

Caroline Maria Noel. 11 7-77)*
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Go out into the world, filled with the Grace of
(104,
(o ont into the world surrounded by the love of
Jesus,
G out nto the world empowered by the Holy
Spirit,
Protect the weak,
Look after the needy,
Aud free the oppressed,

G0 with God's blessing to love and to serve,
Amen,
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