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Contact us: 

 
Reverend Richard Eastman     0116 2714751 

South Leicestershire Group Minister 
Mrs Eileen Williams       0116 2478929 

Local Church Leader 
 

South Wigston  
Di Statham   Secretary    0116 2810053 
Noel Oldershaw  Treasurer    0116 2813398 
Marion Bartholomew   Magazine    0116 2717755 

 
Wigston Magna 

Eileen Williams   Secretary    0116 2478929 

Ray Green   Acting Treasurer  0116 2887774 
Ray Green    Room Lettings   0116 2887774 / 
          07518 214144 

  Mary Childs   Brigades Contact  07946093786 
Sheila Stephens  Magazine    0116 4315206 
Church Office answerphone     0116 2882666 
 
Saffron Lane  

Sandra Clay   Secretary/Finance/Magazine  0116 2835375  
Elizabeth Richardson   Treasurer    0116 2993176 
     
Oadby    
Pauline Hudson   Secretary    0116 2712913 
Tony Hudson   Treasurer    0116 2712913   
 
Whetstone 

Janet Statham  Correspondence Secretary  0116 2863335 
Glenis Chapman  Treasurer 
Jean Warner                   Room Lettings   0116 2752405 
Kevin West    Magazine    0116 2779402 
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If 2020 has taught us anything it is that the whole world is 
connected and that we should care for each and every living being on 
this earth. It’s true that there is no ‘Plan B’ for the earth and that 
what we do now will affect the future of this planet. 
 
You can tell, can’t you, that I watched the TV programme with David 
Attenborough, when he was leading us into what the world would be 
like if we don’t act. We may think that we, as individuals, can’t do 
anything, but if we all do the best that we can for the planet then we 
shall succeed. Our Creator God gave us this wonderful planet to look 
after. It’s up to all of us not to let him down.   
 
We don’t have all the answers – how can we? But there are scientists 
out there looking for the answers to so many difficult questions and 
we have to listen to them. In the reading from September 27th, in 
Matthew Chapter 21, we find the chief priests and elders being given 
a question by Jesus and when they had deliberated for a while they 
decided that they didn’t know the answer. Jesus said to them that if 
they couldn’t find the answer then he wasn’t going to tell them! (look 
it up – it made me laugh out loud) 
 
Jesus wants us to use our brains to find answers to the difficult 
questions of life. We must do what we think is right, for the planet 
and for each other.  
 
I pray that we shall rise to the challenge that has been set before us. 
 
Eileen 
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NORMAL SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING IF AND WHEN 

CHURCHES WILL  BE OPEN PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH 

SECRETARY  

 
Whetstone URC     10.00 am  

 

 Oadby URC      10.15 am 
 

South Wigston URC    10.30 am  
 
Wigston Magna     10.30 am  
 
Saffron Lane      11.00 am 
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Regular Group Church Events 

 

MEETINGS / EVENTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE 

 

For any more information / advice please contact the Church 
Secretary 
 
South Wigston  
Di Statham   Secretary    0116 2810053 

 
Wigston Magna 

Eileen Williams   Secretary    0116 2478929 

          
Saffron Lane  

Sandra Clay   Secretary    0116 2835375  
     
Oadby    
Pauline Hudson   Secretary    0116 2712913 
   
Whetstone 

Janet Statham  Correspondence Secretary  0116 2863335 
Jean Warner                   Room Lettings   0116 2752405 

 

 

        

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER 2020 MAGAZINE 

 

Sunday 18 October 2020 

 

Send your items to your church representative or direct to  

di.statham@btinternet.com 

 

 
If you do not have a computer a hand written copy can be accepted. 
Contact Di Statham 0116 2810053 for information 
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Induction of Revd Martin Ferris 
 

On Saturday 5 September 2020 Revd Martin Ferris was inducted into 
the post of Resource Minister in the South and East Leicestershire 
Area which covers Abbots Road URC (The Resource Church) and the 
Churches of the South Leicestershire Group (The Resource Area).  
The service was led by the Moderator of the East Midlands Synod, 
Revd Geoffrey Clarke. and took place at Abbots Road URC.  
 
Unfortunately due to the current Covid-19 restrictions attendance at 
the actual service was VERY limited but arrangements were made for 
the service to be streamed on line so that anybody with computer 
access could also join in. Some of those taking part did so on site and 
others had prepared video's in advance to be shown on screens in the 
church and inserted to the on line version.  
 
Those attending the event were asked to arrive at Abbots Road 
Church at least 30 minutes before the start of the service so that 
they could be allocated their seat and receive instructions with 
regard to moving around the church. The church looked very odd with 
single chairs spread around the room and large gaps between them.  
 
Everybody in the congregation had to wear a face mask although 
those leading or taking part were permitted to remove them when 
they were speaking at the front of the Church as long as distance 
from everybody else was maintained.  
 
The skills of A J Mills (the technical whizz) were very much 
appreciated as he instructed everybody where to stand and what to 
do so that the service would flow on line. Captions were placed into 
the streamed service while the microphones were disinfected 
between speakers so that only those on site could see what was going 
on. 
 
 



  

7 

 

Cont….. 
 
Martin had chosen 2 hymns which were played during the service and 
the words were placed on the screens around the room BUT those of 
us in the building were not permitted to sing out loud. 
 
Considering all the technical issues and restrictions involved the 
service flowed well but was very different to what would normally 
take place. Congratulations to everybody involved in the service for 
their work and co-operation.  
 
We now welcome Martin and his wife Charlotte to the area and look 
forward to working with them. 
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Wigston Magna News 

 

Our preachers for October are - 
 
  4 Richard Eastman 
11 Shirley Eastman 
18 Eileen Williams  This will be a Communion Service 
25 David Todd 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE - 
We are hoping to hold a Church Meeting on Sunday October 25 after 
our Morning Worship.  This will of course be dependent on 
restrictions that may be in place 
 

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

  3  Ann Hartle 
  4  Arielle Castagnola-Lunn (8) 
  7  Maisie Grycuk (10) 
10  Theo Evans (7) 
18  Emily Crouch (14) 
20  Elaine Wiggins 
21  Rachel Thorley (17) 
  Tabitha Bramhill (12) 
27  Olivia Ling (10) 
30  Les Gill 
31  Jean Atkinson 

 

Happy Birthday 
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South Wigston News 

 

RECIPE – OCTOBER: Thai chicken soup (Serves 2) 

 

1 tablespoon olive oil                                       
1 shallot, finely chopped 
1 red chilli, finely chopped          
1 and a half ozs chestnut mushrooms, thinly sliced 
2 ozs cooked chicken fillet, shredded                
¾ pint chicken stock 
1 lemongrass stalk, trimmed & bruised             
2 kaffir lime leaves 
1 oz mix of fresh basil & coriander leaves, (½ oz of each). 
Juice of 1 lime.  
 
Heat olive oil, add the shallot and saute for 2 minutes until softened. 
Stir in chilli and mushrooms and saute for a further 2 minutes. 
Add shredded chicken and saute for 2 – 3 minutes. 
Pour in the stock, add lemongrass and kaffir lime leaves. 
Bring to the boil and simmer for 8 minutes. 
Just before serving, shred the basil and coriander leaves, discarding 
the stalks, and stir into the soup with the lime juice. 
Remove the lemongrass and lime leaves, and serve immediately.     
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South Wigston News 

 

GARDENING NOTES – OCTOBER 

 

1)   Plant new trees and climbing plants. 
2)   Thin out or prune deciduous trees and climbing roses. 
3)   Final planting of bulbs. 
4)   Mow lawn only every 2 – 3 weeks. 
5)   Dig compost into beds which have been harvested. 
6)   Dig up the last of the potatoes. 
 

 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS – OCTOBER 

 

27   Andrew Oldershaw 
31   Revd Les Gill 
 
 
 

                      

A Thought for the Month Ahead. 
          Friends are like walls, sometimes you lean on them, 
        and sometimes it’s good just knowing they are there. 
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South Wigston News 

 

PRAYER LIST – OCTOBER 

Please pray for: 
 1   Gill and Mark Standley as they come to terms with the loss of John. 
 2   Those still suffering from the corona virus.  
 3   All who feel lonely because they cannot get out. 
 4   Give thanks for all who are working to keep our country running. 
 5   Those who have lost their jobs because of lockdown. 
 6   Pray that having returned to school, children will stay safe.       
 7   All those using the internet to send out church services. 
 8   All who listen to the on-line services. 
 9   Those who live and work in Care Homes. 
10   Our Government, planning for the difficult days ahead. 
11   Those who are homeless. 
12   University students living away from home for the first time.  
13   Give thanks for good friends and neighbours. 
14   The people of Beirut, trying to piece their lives together. 
15   People with physical and mental disabilities. 
16   Those who are anxious and depressed. 
17   All who suffer any kind of discrimination. 
18   At the start of One World Week, pray for the United Nations,  
      and for peace throughout the world. 
19   All those involved in education.    
20   Parents with new babies. 
21   Give thanks for those with a gift of counselling. 
22   All who do the necessary but dirty jobs in our society. 
23   Give thanks for the joy of reading. 
24   As we put back our clocks back tonight, think of those waking on 
       the other side of the world. 
25   Give thanks for modern technology keeping us in touch with one  
       another 
26   Animals, and the companionship they give.    
27   All who are lonely. 
28   Ask God to shed new light on any problems worrying us. 
29   All those caring for elderly or handicapped relatives at home. 
30   Give thanks for the beauty of Autumn. 
31   Those whose lives are ruled by superstition. 
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Saffron Lane News 

 

Preachers and Readers for October and November 

 

 OT NT SERV COLL Preacher  

Oct 4th  35 36 35 13 R Green Communion 

Oct 11th  4 3 4 13 R Eastman Communion 

Oct 18th  8 7 8 13 L Gill Communion 

Oct 25th  6 5 # 14 G Milnes Family Service 

       

Nov 1st 11 10 11 13 D Todd Communion 

Nov 8th  12 30 12 13 E Williams Communion 

Nov 15th  36 35 36 13 G Milnes Communion 

Nov 22nd  3 4 # 14 R Eastman Family Service 

Nov 29th  7 8 # 13 S Eastman 5th Sunday 

 

3 Kath T 7.Angela S 12.Elizabeth R # no server 

4.Maureen F 8. Brian S 13.Darren C 30 Sandra 

5.Sue B 10.Molly B 14. Mackenzie 35 Anne 

6.Pat S 11.Richard B  36 Dec B 

 
 

Church Birthdays 

 

October 

31st Les Gill 
 

November 

6th Sue Bloxham 
13th Elizabeth Richardson 
30th Darren Clay 
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Saffron Lane News 

 

What’s been happening at Saffron Lane 
NOT A LOT 

 
We have been preparing for our Church to reopen by doing all the 
things to make it safe, - buying spray, pump hand lotion, masks, 
rubber gloves, and CD’s of Hymns. We have taped doors, floors, and 
chairs with bright yellow tape saying keep your distance. We have 
brought a thermometer temperature machine shaped like a hair drier 
so that everyone who comes into Church can be “zapped” to see if 
they are Green, Yellow or Red and safe to come inside.  
 
We made arrangements for the entrance area to be opened on the 
12th September for the Leicestershire Historic Churches Ride and 
Stride, wondering if anybody would turn up. In the end more people 
turned up then we thought.  We are hoping that the members of the 
Church will still sponsor Terry as you have in the past at coffee time 
in Church. Don’t forget the more money Terry raises the more money 
the Church gets. Please remember he is an Octogenarian and still 
riding his bike, also bringing the Church people all vegetables from his 
allotment. If you would like to sponsor him or make a donation to his 
sponsorship please speak to Sandra Clay. 
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Saffron Lane News 

 

We will not be holding a Harvest Service this year but you could bring 
your gifts in tins and closed packets of food to the Anniversary 
service on 27th September or the following week. 
 

 
 
We are also unable to hold our Harvest Supper of Fish and Chips and 
Mushy Pea’s. This is a disappointment as it is one of our big get 
togethers but once this covid 19 has gone we must have a big get 
together. 

 
 
 
Hopefully by the time this October magazine has come out we are 
meeting back at Church and Saffron Lane want to thank Di for 
continuing to do the magazine and deliver them to people without a 
computer.  Well Done DI. 
 
Also, a thank you to Richard for sending some Christian readings 
every day and his telephone calls to see that we are all coping, and 
also for his weekly Sunday service.  
 
THANK YOU. 
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Saffron Lane News 

 

Poems for Pleasure 

Autumn 
 

Autumn- When the leaves are gently falling from the trees; 
And all along the country lanes, swirling in the breeze, 
Are myriads of colour shapes, 
An artist’s paradise, 
This is Autumn. 
 
Trees- Disrobed they look so bare with branches reaching to the sky; 
Their clothing trodden underfoot, and people wonder why 
A rustling carpet has appeared, 
But then they realise, 
Tis end of summer. 
 
Fields – Are barren now, and children’s voices clear and loud 
Are heard, where once the waving corn stood tall and proud; 
And haystacks now outline the sky, 
As day turns into night, 
And shadows fall. 
 
Time - To ponder on these things as days much shorter grow; 
As early morning mists appear, and cooler breezes blow, 
And Harvest time comes round once more; 
Let’s give thanks to him 
For Autumn days. 
 
By Doreen Storton 
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Whetstone News 

 

Welcome Back !!! 

What a wonderful time we had on Sunday 13th September as we re-
opened our Church for Worship! It was lovely to be back together 
again as a fellowship.  
 
Kevin introduced the service and explained some of the changes we 
have made to ensure that we are "Covid secure".  
 
Bernard then played some hymns as we listened, prayed and reflected 
individually. Kevin then played further hymns before Jean led the 
Prayers of Intercession, the Lord's prayer and the Grace.  
 
Only a short service - just over 30 minutes - but enough to lift us all 
spiritually and emotionally, especially thanks to Bernard's funny story 
at the end ! 
 
Ride and Stride 

 

On Saturday 12th September, we opened our Church for the annual 
Ride and Stride event. Thanks to Janet and David, Jean and Kevin for 
being "on duty". We even had a visit from a member of the Historic 
Churches committee who gratefully thanked us for being open ! 
 
Of course, we could not have opened without the hard work of those 
who helped to "deep clean" the building. Thanks to Jean and Jenny 
for all their hard work on our cleaning morning.  
 
Special thanks to Kevin for his assistance with the cleaning; his work 
to produce all the Covid related signage, the floor markings, one-way 
system and the creation of hand sanitising stations within the church 
and hall.  
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Whetstone News 

 

Thank You 

Thanks also to Kevin for printing and delivering the Church magazines 
during lockdown and for his wonderful contributions to the magazines. 
Thoughtful, uplifting and brilliant as always! 
Jean. 
 
 

Don't mess with older people! 

 
An elderly woman went into the bank and asked the cashier if she 
could withdraw £10. The cashier informed her that due to new rules, 
any amount less than £100 had to be withdrawn through the 
automated cashpoint.  She asked why but was told if there was 
nothing else, she should move on, as she was holding up the queue. 
 
"Well then", the lady said, "I'll withdraw the entire balance of my 
account."  The cashier checked the balance and realised that it was 
£500,000. Panicking, he apologised but explained that the branch 
didn't keep that much money on site. 
 
"Well what's the largest amount I can withdraw today?" the lady 
enquired. "£5000" replied the cashier. 
 
"In that case, I shall withdraw £5000," said the lady. 
 
The money was duly counted out. The lady checked the money, 
removed £10 and then said to the cashier, "Now, I wish to deposit 
£4990!" 
 

Whatever difficulties we are faced with, remember: 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever 

Hebrews 13:8 



  

18 

 

A Few Thoughts to Amuse You 

The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. 
 He acquired his size from too much pi. 

  
She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still. 
  

A rubber band pistol was confiscated from an algebra class because 
it was a weapon of math disruption. 

  
No matter how much you push the envelope, it will still be stationery. 
  

A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering. 

  
Two silkworms had a race. They ended up in a tie. 
  
A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall.  
The police are looking into it. 
   

Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

  
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said 
to the other:  'You stay here; I'll go on a head.' 
  

I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me. 

 
A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said: 'Keep off the Grass.' 
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The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a 
seasoned veteran. 

  

A backward poet writes inverse. 

 
 When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion. 
  

If you jumped off the bridge in Paris, you would be in Seine. 

   

Two fish swam into a concrete wall. One turns to the other 
and says, 'Dam!' 

  

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the 
craft. Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once again that you cannot have 
your kayak and heat it too. 

  

Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, 'I've lost my electron.' 
The other says, 'Are you sure?’  The first replies, 'Yes, I'm positive.' 

  

Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root-
canal?   His goal: transcend dental medication. 

  

There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, with the 
hope that at least one of the puns would make them laugh. No pun in 
ten did.   
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Lectionary Readings 
 

 October 4 

 Exodus 20: 1-4,7-9 ,12-20. 
 Psalm 19: 
 Philippians 3: 4b-14 
 Matthew 21: 33-46 
 
 
 October 11th 

Exodus 32:1-14  
Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23.     
Philippians 4: 1-9.                     
Matthew 22: 1-14.  
 

 
October 18th      

Exodus 33: 12-23.   
Psalm 99:                               
1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10.                                                                            
Matthew 22: 15-22.   
 

 
October 25th 

Deuteronomy 34: 1-12.    
Psalm 90: 1-6, 13-17.    
1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8.    
Matthew 22: 34-46.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


