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Call to Worship

Come and worship God,
Come and give all honour and Praise,

Come with all who love the Lord Their God

With all their heart, mind and soul,

Come and Worship!

 Come, Now Is The Time To Worship.   https://youtu.be/JBczkmLHdVo
Come, Now Is The Time To Give Your Heart.
Come, Just As You Are, To Worship.
Come, Just As You Are, Before Your God.
Come.

One Day Every Tongue Will Confess
You Are God.
One Day Every Knee Will Bow.
Still The Greatest Treasure Remains For Those
Who Gladly Choose You Now.

Come, Now Is The Time To Worship…….

Brian Doerksen

Prayers of Approach

We come before you living and loving God;
We bring all, you know us so well, our faults and imperfections, 
our strengths and our weaknesses.
Sometimes we succumb to our weaknesses and forget to live in the way that you would have us live, loving you and loving our neighbor,  we lay down before you now all those things that we are ashamed of    (we recall those thoughts actions and words that may cause us shame)
We ask for your forgiveness.

In repentance and in faith let us receive the promise of Grace and the Assurance of Pardon; here are words that we may trust:

‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, to all who turn to him he says’ Your sins are forgiven’ he also says ‘Follow me’.

 Thanks be to God, Amen.  

Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13)
1 O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.
6 Honour and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9 Worship the LORD in holy splendour; tremble before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, "The LORD is king! The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. He will judge the peoples with equity."
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12 let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13 before the LORD; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 


https://youtu.be/IkrA1y-puCI
in the Lord I will rejoice,

Look to God, do not be afraid, 

lift up your voices, the Lord is near;

lift up your voices, the Lord is near,





Taizé Community

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,
5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake.
6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it.
9 For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Matthew 22:15-22
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.
16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality.
17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?"
18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?
19 Show me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius.
20 Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?"
21 They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's."
22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,
1 Thessalonians 1:4
One thing that we can all be sure of is God’s love for us.  I can honestly say that I have always been reassured by the presence of God around me, even in the darkest moments, and there have been a few.  A few weeks ago I conducted a funeral and the reading was Psalm 23, it was the Psalm set for last week and it just reassured me once more that God’s love and grace surround us whatever.  Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians is an example of Paul’s pastoral concern for the congregation there, initially the church (mainly Gentile in origin) had come under great pressure from Jewish opponents (see Acts 17) Paul had spent three Sabbaths in the local synagogue debating the scriptures that had pointed to Jesus as the Messiah, as usual Paul left Thessalonica in an uproar as a minority of Jews had stirred up trouble for Paul and his companions. Paul’s concern was that the church had survived this early onslaught, this is clear as he reassures the church that Timothy had returned to him with the news that the Church was in a good state of mind!

For Paul, this reassurance was like a nugget of Gold and affirmation that his preaching had not been in vain, and that the promise of the return of Jesus was still alive and active, a goal that many Ministers and preachers of the word seek to achieve.

‘Troublesome Jews’ is a link between Jesus and Paul, as Jesus is in the Temple on a daily basis on the week preceding the Passover there are plenty of opportunities for the authorities to deal with Jesus using debate over the scriptures, but they choose to test Jesus on any occasion and unusually we have three groups combining their ‘talents’ to try and discredit Jesus, the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the Herodians, they all had their own motives for the downfall of Jesus but even combining all their ideas they still could not overcome Jesus, he is, to be fair, ‘The Son of God’ and he knew what they were up to, as they asked their awkward questions he would respond with intellect and cleverness and confound their plans.  It was the continuation of the pathway to Gethsemene.   Jesus makes the point that follows on from last week’s Gospel reading, if you do something you do it well, no half measures and in the case of worship, giving to God what God deserves, this needs your attention firmly fixed on God, you cannot be distracted by human values and standards. Remember Peter telling Jesus that he should not be crucified and the reaction of Jesus? Jesus did not need that distraction. If you take up discipleship then there are no half measures, you give to God all that you are, all that you can give. Many people think that they have attended church on Sunday and worshipped God then that is enough, God is worth more than that, indeed, God deserves more than lip service discipleship. For some, discipleship will take a long time to develop, as we develop our relationship with God we grow and we grow closer to God often re-evaluating our sense of priorities.  Jesus sends the authorities away to think again, and they will test Jesus and try to trick him into condemning himself by his words time and time again, he is too clever for that. 

Are we as clever as Jesus when we are challenged by others who want to destroy our discipleship? Jesus demonstrates his wisdom in his responses to the deliberate attempt to trick him, we also have to show that wisdom when people condemn us for being Christians and the only way that we can do that is by being as confident in our faith as we possibly can be. Let us be like the Thessalonians, imitators of Christ. Amen

I want to walk with Jesus Christ,

https://youtu.be/nB9tJGdIMwQ
all the days I live of this life on earth;

to give to Him complete control

of body and of soul.
    Follow Him, follow Him,
    yield your life to Him - He has conquered death,
    He is King of kings;
    accept the joy which He gives to those
    who yield their lives to Him.
 I want to learn to speak to Him,

to pray to Him, confess my sin,

to open my life and let Him in,

for joy will then be mine.
      Follow Him, follow Him.......
 I want to learn to speak of Him –

my life must show that He lives in me;

my deeds, my thoughts, my words must speak

all of His love for me.
      Follow Him, follow Him....
 I want to learn to read His word,

for this is how I know the way

to live my life as pleases Him,

in holiness and joy.
      Follow Him, follow Him....
 O Holy Spirit of the Lord,

enter now into this heart of mine;

take full control of my selfish will

and make me wholly Thine!
      Follow Him, follow Him....
 ©1974  Celebration Services (Yeldhall) Ltd
 
Offertory
We recognise that we have many gifts given to each and every day, we bring some back to God now so that his church in this place can survive to be a beacon of hope and a witness to the love of God.

We ask God’s blessing upon these gifts but also on us too, so that we can be beacons of hope within our local community, may God bless these gifts and us as we accept the invitation to discipleship, Amen.

Invitation to Holy Communion

The table is set, everything is prepared, we just need the guests. So come to this the Lord’s Table, come if you are challenged by your faith, come if you are comfortable and firm in your faith. Come to this table if you love Jesus and want to love him some more, come and feast, come and be made whole, Amen.

O bread to pilgrims given,

https://youtu.be/SI_uicRED8s
O food that angels eat,

O manna sent from heaven,

for heaven-born natures meet!

Give us, for thee long pining,

to eat till richly filled;

till, earth’s delights resigning,

our every wish is stilled.

O water, life-bestowing,

forth from the Saviour’s heart

a fountain purely flowing,

a fount of love thou art:

O let us, freely tasting,

our burning thirst assuage;

thy sweetness, never wasting,

avails from age to age.

Jesus, this feast receiving,

we thee unseen adore;

thy faithful word believing,

we take, and doubt no more:

give us, thou true and loving,

on earth to live in thee;

then, death the veil removing,

thy glorious face to see.

Communion 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We give you thanks and praise Loving God that you are with us in all that we go through, you invite us to this table to dwell with you and join those whom you love, sustain us through the power of your Holy Spirit; therefore with all your people in heaven and on earth we sing the triumphant hymn of glory: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 


Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 


Hosanna in the highest. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of Faith 
Christ has died 
Christ has Risen 
Christ will come again
Lift up the Bread and wine and say: 
Loving God bless these ordinary things 

so that they become extraordinary for us today. 

Let your Holy Spirit inhabit us and these gifts of bread and wine 
(Put the wine down and Take up the bread) 
Saying:  as we remember that on the night when Jesus was betrayed, he took a loaf of Bread, gave thanks for it, Blessed it, Broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: 

‘Take, Eat, This is my body given for you, do this to remember me’ 
Eat the bread
Pick up the wine
After supper Jesus picked up the cup and said to them 

‘This is my blood of the new Covenant, shed for you and for many for the remission of sins. Drink this to remember me’ 
Drink, then say ‘Amen’
Prayer of Thanksgiving - We say together 

We thank you loving God that you have given to us a new start with you.  Help us to embrace our discipleship and tell others of your love for them, thank you in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession
We pray for those who are not well,

Rosina Greaves Tony Hudson, Katy Scott, Jane Smith, Jean Atkinson, Hetty, Pauline Pagett, Eileen, Paula. 

We pray for those who are at home still shielding from the virus; 
we pray for our Churches that cannot meet at the moment. South Wigston and Oadby.

We pray for those churches in the Group that have be opened for some time, Saffron Lane, Wigston Magna, Whetstone.
We continue to support those who are grieving,

Marion and family; Gill and Mark Standley; Tim and Peter Sketchley; Terry and Marie and Family. Sally Scott. 
We pray for Dave, Ann Craighead and all family, on the death of Liz Dellow. (Ann’s sister-in-law)
We pray for the communities which our churches serve:

Oadby; Wigston; South Wigston; Whetstone; Saffron Lane and Eyres Monsell.

Our Father, 

Who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth, 

as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

forever and ever, Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

and 

May the Blessing of God Almighty

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Be with us all from this day forward and forevermore, Amen.
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